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Books for Fifth Graders 
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Alexander, William Ambassador  Appointed Earth’s ambassador, Twelve-year-old Gabe must negotiate with a 

destructive alien force and prevent his parents from being deported back on Earth. 222p. 

Appelt, Kathi True Blue Scouts of Sugar Man Swamp  The swamp is threatened by developers, and an unlikely 
cast, both animal and human, sets out to save it in this comical tall tale. 326p.  

Balliett, Blue Chasing Vermeer*   11-year-olds Petra and Calder solve a mystery surrounding an international 
art scandal. Crack the codes in the text and find clues in the illustrations! 254p.  

Blackwood, Gary Shakespeare Stealer  A young orphan is ordered by his master to infiltrate Shakespeare’s acting 
troupe and steal the script of “Hamlet.” 216p.  

 
Buckley, Michael   Fairy Tale Detectives*   Orphans Sabrina and Daphne Grimm go to live in a magical town 

 populated with characters straight from fairy tales.   The Sisters Grimm.  284p. 

Collins, Suzanne Gregor the Overlander*  11-year-old Gregor is pulled into a strange underground world, where 
he embarks on a quest foretold by an ancient prophecy. 311p.  

 
Cowell, Cressida How to Train Your Dragon*  Hiccup Horrendous Haddock III tries to pass the initiation of his 

Viking clan, the Tribe of the Hairy Hooligans, by catching and training a dragon. 214p.  

Ellis, Deborah Breadwinner  Parvana lives with her family in Kabul, Afghanistan. When her father is arrested by 
the Taliban, she must disguise herself as a boy to earn money for her family. 169p.  

SS Flying Flying Lessons  From basketball dreams and family fiascoes to first crushes and new 

neighborhoods, this anthology, written by award-winning children's authors, celebrates the 

uniqueness and universality in all of us. 184p. 

Frederick, Heather Mother Daughter Book Club  Four very different girls are forced to come together when their 
moms decide to start a book club. 245p.  

Funke, Cornelia Igraine the Brave  Igraine, who dreams of being a knight, must protect her family’s castle and 
the wonderful singing spell books that belong to her magician parents. 212p.  

Haddix, Margaret Found* Jonah and Chip learn they are part of a government cover-up involving a mysterious 
airplane full of babies and time travel. Book one of The Missing series.  314p. 

 
Hiaasen, Carl Hoot  When Roy moves to a small Florida community, he becomes involved in another boy’s 

attempt to save a colony of burrowing owls from a proposed construction site. 292p.  

Johnson, Varian Great Greene Heist*   Master prankster Jackson Greene assembles a team to make sure school 
bully Keith Sinclair doesn’t steal the election for school president. 226p.  

Khan, Hena Amina’s Voice  When Amina’s best friend becomes a citizen and considers changing her name, 
Amina is left wondering how she can fit in and stay true to her Pakistani-American heritage. 

 

*Indicates more in the series  Audiobook or eAudio available  eBook available   2017 
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L'Engle, Madeline A Wrinkle in Time*  Meg and her family get a surprise visit from an unearthly stranger from 

another time dimension and begin an amazing journey.  211p. 

Lewis, C.S. The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe*   Four children wander into a wardrobe to the magic 

land of Narnia and help Aslan, the lion, battle the White Witch. Chronicles of Narnia.  206p. 

Lin, Grace Where the Mountain Meets the Moon*  Minli, an adventurous girl from a poor village, buys a 
magical goldfish and joins a dragon on a quest to find the Old Man of the Moon. 278p. 

Lowry, Lois The Giver*  12-year-old Jonas is chosen to be The Giver and learns the secret memories and 

emotions kept hidden from his perfect society. 180p. 

Palacio, R.J. Wonder  Auggie is an ordinary kid who likes Xbox, ice cream and Halloween, but a facial 
abnormality keeps other kids from seeing who he really is. 318p. 

Patterson, James I Funny*  Wheelchair-bound middle school student Jamie Grimm endures bullying from his 
classmate and resolves to become the world’s greatest stand-up comedian. 303p.  

Paulsen, Gary Hatchet  After a plane crashes in the Canadian Wilderness, 13-year-old Brian must survive the 
winter on his own. 292p. 

Raskin, Ellen Westing Game  The death of a strange millionaire brings together an unlikely assortment of 
heirs who must solve his mysterious death before they claim their inheritance.  185p.  

Ryan, Pam Muñoz Esperanza Rising  Esperanza and her mother must leave their life of wealth and privilege in 
Mexico to go work in the labor camps of Southern California. 262p. 

Sachar, Louis Fuzzy Mud  Tamaya and Marshall take a short cut through the woods and discover a strange 
substance with the potential to wreak havoc on the entire world. 181p. 

Snicket, Lemony Bad Beginning*  When the Baudelaire children become orphans, they must match wits against 
the strange uncle who wants to gain their inheritance. Series of Unfortunate Events.  142p. 

Speare, Elizabeth Witch of Blackbird Pond  Kit Tyler, feeling like an outcast in her Puritan community, befriends an 
old woman accused of being a witch and finds herself on trial for witchcraft. 249p. 

Stead, Rebecca Goodbye Stranger   Three best friends and a mysterious narrator try to make it through 7th 

grade amidst friendship, romance, betrayal, and gossip. 289p. 

Stewart, Trenton Mysterious Benedict Society*  Four children are selected for a secret mission and go undercover 
at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where there are no rules. 485p.   

Williams-Garcia, Rita One Crazy Summer* In the summer of 1968, 11-year-old Delphine and her two sisters travel to 
Oakland, California, to spend a month with the “crazy” mother they barely know. 218p. 

Wrede, Patricia Dealing with Dragons* Cimorene is everything a princess should not be: headstrong, smart…and 
bored. She runs away to live with a dragon and find her own adventures. 212p.  
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